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Assessment 2: Essay. sociological inquiry/analysis

	Task
	Essay: sociological inquiry/analysis

	Weight 
	40%

	Due 
	24th September, 2023

	Submission 
	Turnitin via moodle. 

	Word Limit 
	1500 

	Learning outcome(s): 
This assessment responds to these learning outcomes. 
	2. Describe and explore sociological ideas, including “the sociological imagination”, the historical development of sociology, and key sociological concepts and theories.
3. Analyse social class, social stratification and inequalities in Aotearoa New Zealand, with an emphasis on Aotearoa’s experience of colonisation and its impacts on tangata whenua and tau iwi.
4. Examine issues of class, age, culture and ethnicity, gender and sexuality, as a way of exploring social norms, identity, inclusion, deviance and difference.  


 
Purpose:  To develop an understanding of key areas of sociological inquiry/analysis and key concepts and to explore the connections to inequality. 
Task:  to write a 1500 word essay that explores one or more areas of sociological inquiry, and to identify and analyse the inequalities that can be seen to operate within society. 
Instructions: 
1. Choose one area of sociological inquiry/analysis (e.g. Class, Age, Ability, Ethnicity, “Race” and Racism, Gender, Sexuality). 

2. Describe what this area of inquiry covers and define the key sociological concepts. 

3. Explore and Identify inequality within this area of inquiry (for example if you are exploring “class” you could say class creates social divisions which mean some have more access to resources than others or if you are exploring race you could say that the belief in racial difference creates racism which causes discrimination that impacts on equal access to employment and housing).

4. Analyse the social forces that contribute to the creation/maintenance of inequality (e.g. history, politics, economics, culture etc.) (for example class inequality is reinforced by the inheritance of wealth contributing to class becoming stratified)

5. Referencing and Presentation and Formatting Use good quality academic references to support your essay (e.g. define concepts from a sociological text book not a dictionary or Wikipedia). Use correct APA. Formatting of your essay must include: Name and student ID number, 1.5 spacing, arial font  or calibri font at 11 or 12 size, justified margins, spell checked. 

	Marking Criteria 
 
	Markers Comments 
	Available Mark
	Mark 

	1 and 2. One (or more) areas of sociological inquiry are identified and described. 

	 
	10
	       

	3. Inequalities within this area are explored with specific inequalities identified 
	
	10
	

	Analyse the social forces that have created or help to maintain inequalities (e.g. ideologies, discourses, historical exclusion, economic forces, political change, culture etc.)
	
	15
	

	Academic references, Presentation and formatting  At least 3 academic references are used and referenced with correct APA format. 
Overall formatting should include:
Name and Student ID number
1.5 spacing, Arial or Calibri font 11 or 12 size 
Justified margins 
Spelling and  grammer checked. 

	
	5
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