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COST PLANNING CIBC6035 2017 

APPROXIMATE QUANTITIES 

MEASURING REQUIREMENTS 

Quantity surveying estimat� need to fulfl1 these requirements: 

1. Quickness.in preparation,

2. A�cy, and

3. · . Capability of adjustment for design changes and so on.
. 

You must bear these requjr�ents in mind when determining the way in.which 
quantities will be measured for the estimate. MeasureJ?ent in detail in 
accordance with ·NZS 4202 would fulfil the requirements of points 2 and 3 but 
wo'Qld go completely against point 1. In any case, the estimate drawings w�uld be 
littl� more than sketches1 and detailed quantities would be out of the question. 

Despite these problems, a reasonable method:� of measurement must : be 
established. We need to establlsl: quantities to give us ac:curacy and to enable us 
to a'.djust them for possible design changes. They must also be quick to prepare. 
Obviously1 they must be less detailed� NZS 42Q2 ·requirements, but they must 
not be so coarse that the ac:curacy of the estimate is impaired. 

You may- think that. items of such measurement should be set from a pricing 
viewpoint, but this is not entirely correct. The rates used11·for estimating are 
determined by analysing priced schedules of quantities, and this analysis need not 
reflect pricing requirements. Work items can be �stablished, such as concrete in 
columns, and units of measure laid down. All-inclusive rates can then be 
·established for the items by analysing priced schedules. The rate f�r concrete
columns would include concrete, form�ork, reinfqrcing steel, and··a11 sundry
connected work.


































